
GOLF CARTS::CONVENIENT OR RISKY? I· , -~ 

Golf cart use (off the greens) has become wi ldly popular, 
thanks to their convenience and ease of operation. In ·many 
communities, golf carts are the main mode of transportation. 
As a result, officials are trying to find ways to make room for 
them on the road among vehicles. 

If a golf cart cannot exceed 20 mph, it's deemed a personal 
transportation vehicle (PTV) and is subject to the specif ic state 
and local laws. If a golf cart has been manufactured or docto_red 
to exceed 20 mph, it's treated as a motor vehicle or low speed 
vehicle (LSV) under federal law and thus must be equipped 

In 2017, there were an estimated 18,300 golf cart injuries in the 
U.S. In the last two years, golf cart crashes led to an estimated 
35,000 emergency room visits. Though most are equipped with 
seat belts, their light-weight build and lower maximum speed 
make them vulnerable when driving in areas with motor vehicles. 

with certain safety features. The chart below breaks down the 
different requirements for PTVs in the Carolinas and LSVs 
everywhere under federal law. There may be local laws in place 
for PTVs that vary from the above information. To be sure of the 
most accurate information, check with your local municipality. , 

OVER 20 MPH (FEDERAL) 
Must be equipped with: 
• A vehicle identification number (VIN) 
• Head, tail and stop lamps 
• Front and rear turn signals 
• Reflex reflectors ( one on each side and 

one on the rear) 
• Exterior mirror on the driver side and 

interior mirror on passenger side 
• Parking brake 
• Windshield 
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• Seatbelt for each seat 

GOLF CART REGULATIONS 

UNDER 20 MPH (S.C.) 
• May be operated only on a road where 

the speed limit is 35 MPH or less. 
• Driver must be at least 16 years of age 

and have a valid driver's license. 
• Can only operate during daylight hours. 
• Must only be operated within four miles 

of the address on the registration 
certificate, four miles of a point of 
ingress or egress to a gated community 
or on an island not accessible by a 
bridge designed for automobiles. 

Visit AAA.com/TrafficSafety to receive driving tips and traffic safety updates. 

UNDER 20 MPH (N.C.] 
• May be operated only on a road where 

the speed limit is 35 MPH or less. 
• Driver must be at least 16 years of age 

and have a valid driver's license. 
• Can operate anytime if it has two 

headlights and two taillights. 

-Tiffany Wright, 
AAA Carolinas Traffic Safety Foundation President 


